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1 COR. ix. 22. 


I AM MADE ALL THINGS TO ALL MEN, 


THAT I MIGHT BY ALL MEANS SAVE 
SOME, 


'T O comprehend the meaning of theſe 
words, let us obſerve what end the apoſ- 
tle propoſed to accompliſh by his remarkable 
condeſcenſion. It was that by all means 
he might fave ſome. He does not ſay, that 
he might fave a/; becauſe he knew God was 
pleaſM to take out of the general maſs of 
mankind, both of Jews and Gentiles, a 
people for his Name. What he did therefore 
was for the elect's fake. If this was" the 
object which he kept in view, it muſt bg 
ſuppoſed, he only wiſhed to fave the elect 
from that which was hurtful and injurious, 
But if this was both his with and endeavor, 
he could not upon that principle, conform to. 
any thing which he thought to be unlawful, 
as a probable mean of gaining them to Chriſt. 
Such abſurdity had no admiſſion into a mind 
like his. 
A.2 Nothing 
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Nothing could be more diſtant from his 
deſign, than his ſaying or doing any thing, 
which might lead them to form a notion of 
the innocence of error, or to indulge hypocriſy 
in practice. No man was more unwilling 
to conform to any thing he was unable 
to defend. This appears, from the man- 
ner in which he rebuked Peter at Antioch. 
He withſtood him to the face, becauſe he 


was to be blamed. He faid unto him, 


before them all, If thou being a Jew, liveſt 
after the manner of the Gentiles, and not 
as do the Jews; why compelleſt thou the 
Gentiles to live as do the Jews? To falſe 
brethren, who came from Jeruſalem to 
Antioch, who were unawares introduced into 
the chriſtian church in that city, who came 
in privily to ſpy out their liberty which they 
had in Chriſt Jeſus, that they might bring 
believers back again into bondage; to theſe 
falſe brethren, he would not give place, no, 
not for an hour; that the truth of the goſpel 
might continue in that famous city where the 
diſciples were firſt called chriſtians. To 
Timothy, his own ſon in the faith, who alſo 
was circumciſed, he ſaid, Take heed unto 
thyſelf, and unto the doctrine: continue in 

them ; 
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them; for in doing this, thou ſhalt both ſave 
thyſelf, and them that hear thee. To Titus, 
another of his children after the common 
faith, though he was not circumciſed, he ſaid, 
Speak thou the things which become ſound 
doctrine: in all things ſhewing thyſelf a 
pattern of good works. 

We have ſufficient reaſon to believe he 
regarded thoſe rules himſelf; and that he 
never complied with the prejudices of Jews, 
or Gentiles, unlawfully, or to the hurt of his 
own conſcience. Both what he did, and 
what he forbore to do, was for the goſpel's 
ſake; and that he might obtain that ſpecial 
reward which is connected with being a 
faithful and wiſe ſervant, that giveth meat 
to the houſhold in due ſeaſon, His object 
was not to pleaſe men as men; much leſs 
was it to enrich and magnify himſelf: but to 
make the goſpel of Chriſt without charge at 
Corinth, that he might not abuſe his power, 


or right, to live without manual labor, as a 


miniſter of Chriſt, which the falſe teachers in 
that city did; over whom he was determined 
to glory. Paul therefore, though free from 
all men, made himſelf a ſervant unto all, that 
he might gain the more. 


Bleſſed 


K-20 
Bleſſed with ſuch a diſpoſition, with a 


ſound judgment of the kingdom, or church 


of Chriſt, and with the firmeſt reſolution to 
act uprightly ; his prudence never degenerated 
into craft, nor did his catholiciſm ſink into 
cunning. He was however, nothing more 
than he was made. Though he acted on 
proper motives, thoſe motives were not of 
his own production. Though he walked by 
faith, yet neither the goſpel which he believed, 


nor the manner in which he received the 


goſpel was of himſelf. By the grace of God, 
he was what he was. No man was ever 
more ſenſible of this, or more fitisfied with 
fach favor. If we admire that mercy which 
he was ſo much diſpoſed to magnify, we 
ſhall glorify God in him; and we ſhall con- 
clude it is poſſible by the ſame grace, to reap 
advantage from his example. 

To place the prudential conduct of this 
great man in a better light than it has 
ſometimes been held up for our imitation, 
is a laudable undertaking. But how far that 


| purpoſe will be anſwered in the preſent 


diſcourſe is not for me to determine. I am 


_ apprehenſive, my views of the apoſtle's pru- 


dence will be a little more extended than ſome 
of 


„ 


3 
of my friends expect; but if they do not 
exceed the bounds of truth, they may be 
ſerviceable upon reflection, though ſome of 
them may ſeem, at firſt, too diſtant from the 
text. My apprehenſion is, that the prudence 
of our apoſtle appeared in the manner in 
which he accommodated himſelf to the 
tempers and paſſions of thoſe whom he 
inſtructed, and to the arguments of thoſe 
perſons with whom he diſputed. judge for 


yourſelves. | | 


* Prudence like every thing elſe in us, that is worthy of 
notice, is only excellent in its proper place. In general, it 
is ſaid to be that wiſdom which is applied to practice. 
But between wiſdom and prudence there is ſome difference, 
Wiſdom inſtructs us how to ſpeak and act with propriety. 
Prudence prevents us from ſpeaking and acting with impro- 
priety. Wiſdom is more illuminated, prudence is more 
reſerved, The wiſe employ thoſe means which are moſt 
likely to ſucceed ; the prudent avoid thoſe dangers which 
would probably obſtruct their purſuit. Theſe diſtinctions, 
chiefly taken from ABBE Ginar, are not always regarded 
in common diſcourſe ; nor are they ſo material, or uſeful, ag 
our keeping in mind the great diſtinction which hath always 
ſubſiſted between chriſtian and carnal prudence. They who 
are only poſſeſſed of the latter, ever keep an earthly intereſt 
in view ; but they who are bleſſed with chriſtian prudence, 
chiefly regard, as Paul did, the prize, or palm, of their high 
calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus, 


I. Paul 
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I. Paul was prudent in the manner in 
which he accommodated himſelf to the temper 
of thoſe whom he inſtructed. 

I. Some men are addicted to pleaſure. 
Paul did not provoke theſe children of diſſi- 
pation, by crude, and violent declamations, 
againſt every ſource of human ſatisfaction. 
It was not a deſtruction, but an exchange 
of - pleaſures on which he inſiſted. He led 
unthinking men to new ſources of happineſs, 
which, as they were enjoyed, made them 
aſhamed of their former extravagance. Their 
pleaſures were ſordid ; what he recommended 
was refined. Their pleaſures were corrupt ; 
what he recommended was undefiled. Their 
pleaſures were coſtly ; what he recommended 
was to be had without money, and without 
price. Their pleaſures would not permit them 
to enjoy communion with God; what he 
recommended was founded upon that facred 
fellowſhip. Their pleaſures were fo blended 
with appetite, whim and paſſion, that they 
were of neceſſity tranſient, and often deſtruc- 
tive of each other ; what he recommended was 

ermanent; and as that bliſs was enjoyed, 
he knew that the lawful, and common 
comforts 


- 
„ 
comforts of life would be better reliſhed, an 
its unavoidable cares happily ſurmounted. 
Theſe arguments were not to be refuted, if 
they allowed him to be an honeſt man. 

Such management ſeems to be the more 
excellent when it is compared with the petty 
pretences of pretended reformers. The mor- 
tifications they have urged upon the illiterate; 
the trifles they hdve teized the weaker ſex 
to regard ; the hypocriſy they have encou- 
raged ;' the ſcruples they have raiſed, and the 
fears they have fomented, among their 
diſciples, form a yery ſtriking contraſt to the 
ſagacity and benevolence of Paul. But 
enthuſiaſts may be confident, that their in- 
junctions are ſeldom approved by men of 
underſtanding. Such men are accuſtomed to 
wider and deeper ſurveys of mankind. If 
they obſerve profeſſors of religion as ambitious 
in their purſuits, as avaricious in their dealings; 
as fond of undue reſpect, and, in convenient 
ſituations, as liable to intemperance, as other 
people, they are not to be deceived by frivolous 
pretences, nor are they dazzled by external 
appearances. They know, there are many 
laborers and peaſants in this country, unam- 
bitious of religious honor, who live and act 
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in ſuch a manner, as many who boaſt of 
their moral auſterities, are alike unable, and 
unwilling to endure, If to riſe early, to 
work, almoſt without intermiflion, from 
morning to night ; if to do this from January 
to January; if to fare coarſely, without 
praiſe, without compaſſion, and without 
repining at their lot, could entitle them to 
religious reſpect, it is ſuppoſed, theſe poor and 
induſtrious people, would have a much better 
claim to that honor, than many legal re- 
ligioniſts on whom it has been profuſely 
beſtowed. 

Every thing however, is beautiful in its 
ſeaſon. Nor can it be doubted that there are 
ſeaſons, and ſound ſentiments, which call 
aloud, for much greater degrees of unequivocal 
ſelf-denial than is uſually regarded. But 
thoſe ſeeming rigours, and puerile fancies 
which too many have admired, are not of this 
deſcription. 

2. Some men are much more attentive to 
bufineſs than to what is commonly called plea- 
ſure. Tillage or paſturage, merchandize or 
mechanical employment, engroſs their atten- 
tion. Others of higher rank, are as much 
attached to civil and military affairs, as the 

lower 
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lower orders of active ſociety are to manual 
labor, or inclined to buy and ſell. The hope 
of gain, and of increafing their own conſe- 
quence in life, is one great principle by which 
their ſtirring tempers are moved, and by 
which they are reconciled to the fatigues of 
their reſpective ſituations. 

Paul did not imprudently irritate this 
numerous and uſeful body of men. He did 
not inſiſt they ſhould renounce their civil 
callings, and live together in ſo many diſtinct 
fraternities, abſtracted from the world. Quite 
the contrary. Under his care, all were 
exhorted to be diligent in buſineſs, and to 
maintain good works, or honeſt trades, for 
neceſſary uſes. Let him, ſaid he, that ſtole, 
ſteal no more; but rather let him labor, 
working with his own hands the thing that 
is good, that he may have to give to him 
that needeth. He was himſelf, whenever it 
was expedient, an example of humble in- 
duſtry ; and he carried his injunctions on this 
ſubject ſo far as to ſay, If any would not 
work, neither ſhould he cat. 

As to domeſtic duties, on which ſo much 
in every age depends, his advice was ſound, 
and his exhortations impartial, Every branch 
B 2 and 
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and patt of the family, not excepting ſer- 
vants, were the objects of his care, and re- 
garded by him with parental reſpe&. But to 
check thoſe immoderate propenſities to earthly 
things, which the beſt cultivated minds are 
too apt to gratify, our apoſtle ſubjoined the 
moſt ſerious obſervations. He alſo aſſured 
them, that. godlineſs with contentment, was 
great gain, and that no ſuch advantage could 
be derived from ſucceſsful commerce, or 
from the ſpoils of conqueſt, as would at laſt 
be reaped by them who were poor-in ſpirit, 
and pure in heart. 

3. Among men of buſineſs and pleaſure, 
ſome have always been diſtinguiſhed from 
others by their abilities, authority, addreſs, 
and elegance of manners. Before ſuch per- 
Tons, Paul was ſometimes compelled to appear; 
and ſome of this deſcription were inclined to 
hear him preach. We have reaſon to believe 
their talents and temper were by him 
ſufficiently ſtudied. In their preſence, he 
was neither timid nor aſſuming. His behaviour 
before Felix, Agrippa, and Feſtus, ſhews us 
he was acquainted with men as well as with 
his miſſion, and with propriety as well as 

1s with 
* z Cor. YU, 29, 30, 31. 
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with truth. We perceive, that a good cauſe, 
whenever it was defended by him, was not 
likely to ſuffer in his hands. Whether he ſtood 
before the counſel at Jeruſalem, or diſputed at 
Athens; whether he rebuked Elymas the 
ſorcerer, who ſought to turn away the deputy, 
Sergius Paulus, from the faith ; whether he 
wrote to thoſe churches which were to be 
commended for their zeal and patience, or to 
thoſe which were contentious ; whether he 
wrote to ſuch young men as Timothy and 
Titus, or to ſuch a man as Philemon, I can 
think of nothing more deſcriptive of his 
peculiar character than the words of my text. 
For, upon all theſe occaſions, he was made 
all things to all men, that by .all means he 
might gain ſome. 


II. The manner in which Paul accommo- 
dated himſelf to the paſſions of thoſe whom 
he inſtructed, affords us another inſtance of 
his chriſtian prudence. 

Whatever general purſuit men . may be 
inclined to follow, in preference of any other, 
in it the paſſions of men will vary, though 
their profeſſions may be the ſame. 

1. Some men are moſt moved by Fear. 
As a paſſion, fear is the daughter of danger, 

produced 


. 
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v produced by our love of ſafety and by our - 
invincible averſion to alarm. The minds of 4 

fome people are heavy, and their hearts are 

ſo callous, that unleſs they are put in fear : 


they ſupinely ſlumber. Every man hath | 
ſomething of this. torpor in his conſtitution : 
but a large portion of this chilling temperature 
is the lot of thouſands. This did not eſcape 
the apoſtle's notice; nor was this fact by him 
unimproved. To the Corinthians, he faid, 
what will ye? Shall I come to you with a 
rod, or in love, and in the ſpirit of meekneſs ? 
His adverſaries in that voluptuous city, owned 
that his letters were weighty, but they ſaid, 
his bodily preſence was weak, and his ſpeech 
contemptible. Alluding probably, to his 
leading adverſary at Corinth, he replied, Let 
ſuch a one think this, that ſuch as we are 
in wards by letter, when we are abſent, ſuch 
will we be alſo in deed when we are preſent. 
Some were puffed up as though he would not 
come unto them: but, ſaid he, I will come 
unto you ſhortly, if the Lord will; and will 
know, not the ſpeech of them that are puffed 
up, but the power. Yet to prevent thoſe 
miſapprehenſions which ſome are apt to 
indulge, he aſſured them, that his authority 
: extended 
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"extended only to their edification. All that 


he knew of the terror of the Lord was made 


ſubordinate to perſuaſion. If in any of his 


cenſures he made them ſorry, it gave him 
no pleaſure, till they ſorrowed unto repentance. 
He only rejoiced when they grieved after a 
godly manner, and when it appeared they 
were injured by him in nothing. 

2. Some men are moiſt moved by hope. 
This is one of the moſt common, noble, and 
vigorous ſprings of human action. Without 
it, we are either indolent or extravagant. 
But it muſt be acknowledged, that what is 
commonly called hope, is often a dangerous 
ſtimulous of human action. For whenever 
our hope is groundleſs, or ſordid, it prompts 
us to perform thoſe things which are either 
vain, or vexatious. Such expectation hath 
often given riſe to the molt ridiculous purſuits; 
and may be conſidered as the ſeed of that 
ſhame and ſorrow, which has driven thouſands 
to diſtraction. 

There is no hope for ſinners, but what is 
founded on the favor of God. There is no 
enjoying that ground of hope but by faith; 
nor can we obtain that faith, but by grace. 
Grace upon grace is eſſential to the ſalvation 
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of ſinful men. Such grace Paul preached. 
He aſſured his hearers, God was willing that 
they ſhould have ſtrong conſolation who had 
fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope ſet 
before them; which ſaid he, is both ſure and 
ſtedfaſt. Thus was exepectation nouriſhed, 
and, at the ſame time, humility propagated, 
by this admirable apoſtle. 

3. Some men ſeemed to be moſt moved by 
love. They thirſt for immediate enjoyment, 
and muſt drink or droop. To ſuch men, 
Paul exhibited the moſt affecting deſcriptions 
of the perſon and grace of Chriſt. Whether 
they could be pleaſed with his bleflings, or 
with the beauty of his benevolence, nothing 
could exceed what he advanced on thoſe 
ſubjects. In his epiſtles to the churches, 
in that which he wrote to the ' believing 
Hebrews, and in the letters alſo which he 


ſent to his ſelect friends, much is ſaid, that 
their love might abound yet more and more 


in knowledge, and in all judgment. As this 
affection appeared, he taught them who had 
it, to manifeſt their eſteem with ſafety, and 
with dignity. They were not left to the ex- 
travagance of private opinion, nor to the 
Wanderings of vivid imagination; but were 
told 


* 


told what the Lord himſelf appointed, wid 
were taught, how grace and duty, their own 
happineſs and edification, might be connected. 


( * 


He inſtructed them how to love him they 
had not ſeen ; how to manifeſt their love to 


his viſible intereſt; and that it was poſſible, 


for his ſake, to love their moſt inveterate 
enemies. — Theſe were leſſons it became an 
inſpired apoſtle to teach; theſe are leſſons 


which every real chriſtian wiſhes more fully 


to learn. 


III. The prudence of Paul is hkewile 
manifeſt in the manner in which he argued 
with thoſe againſt whom he diſputed. 

We cannot argue with any man, unleſs 
we are agreed in ſome common principle. 
It is not a diſpute, but a quarrel, where 
nothing is taken for granted. Of this, Paul 
had the cleareſt underſtanding, and to this 
he paid becoming attention. 

1. Unto the wnconverted ſews, he became 
4. a Jew, that he might gain the Jews. He 
did not jndaize, but he behaved with great 
diſcretion to thoſe of the circumciſion. He 
called them his brethren, and his kinfmen 


according to the fleſh. He faid, to them 


* pertained 
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pertained the adoption, the glory, the cove- 


nants, the giving of the law, the ſervice of 
God, and the promiſes. In arguing with 


them, he availed himſelf of their leading 
principles. They held both the neceſſity 
and importance of revelation. So did he. 
They believed the, word of God was in their 
poſſeſſion, He allowed their law to be 
divine. But, by that very law, he proved 
that Jeſus was the Meſſiah. His arguments 
were invincible. The more he was oppoſed, 
the more he increaſed in ſtrength ; ſo that, 
he confounded the Jews which dwelt at 


- Damaſcus, and in many other places; ſhew- 


ing that unto Jeſus gave all their prophets 
witneſs; and that whoſoever believed in 


him, ſhould receive remiſſion of fins. 


2. Unto the converted Jews, who, in their 


own opinion were under the law, he became 
4 under the law, that he might gain them. 


For their ſakes, he complied with ſeveral of 


their cuſtoms, which did not interfere with 


his allegiance to Jeſus Chriſt. What he did 
of this kind, is well repreſented by Dr. 
Je xNixGs, in his Jewiſh Antiquities. - If 
we credit his account, it appears, that there 


was a political as well as typical uſe of ſacri- 


fices ; 


(. 19 ) 
fices ; that though the typical ceaſed upon 


the ſacrifice of Chriſt, yet the political con- 
tinued, till God in his providence broke up 


the Jewith ſtate and polity, about forty' years 
after our Saviour's death ; that till that time 
it was hot merely lawful, but matter of duty 
for good ſubjects to pay the dues which were 
appointed by law for the ſupport of the go- 
vernment and magiſtracy ; that of this kind 
was the ſacrifice which Paul offered, and that 


in this view, they were paid by chriſtians 
dwelling in Judea, as well as by thoſe who 


ſtill adhered to the Jewiſh religion. 


3. Unto them that were without law, he 


became as without law, that he might gain 
them who were left in that alarming 


ſituation. The Gentiles, however, were not 


without the law of nature, nor were they 
without civil laws, nor without remarkable 
proverbs, which ſometimes operated with a 


kind of legiſlative authority. But they were, 


for ages, without the law of Moſes. With 
theſe people, though aliens from the common- 
wealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers to the covenants 
of promiſe; though they were without hope, 
and without God in the world, Paul converſed 
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48 freely, as if they had been the ſons of 
Abraham, He ate what they ſat before him, 


aſking no queſtions for conſcience fake. He 


refuſed- to circumciſe Titus, who was a 
Greek; and, we have ſeen he rebuked Peter, 
for throwing a ſtumbling block in their way. 
In all this, he acted uprightly. For, he was 


not without law to God. The proof of this 
aſſertion, is very remarkable, and deſerving 
of notice. It is his being under the law to 


Chriſt. But if the will of Chriſt was not 


A 


the latu of chriſtians, it would not follow, 


that being under the law to hun, he was not 


without law to God. - 
As the Gentiles would not admit an appeal 
either to the Old, or the New Teſtament, to 


be deciſive in controverſy, it was difficult to 


diſpute with them on religious ſubjects. But 


Paul knew that the work of the law was 


written on their hearts, that it accuſed them 


of faults they could not juſtiſy, and that they 
repeatedly confeſſed their tranſgreſſions. He 
knew alſo, that they had, by tradition, ſome 
ſentiments worthy of their notice; that God 
had ſent wiſe men among them, and raiſed up 


in ſome of their ſects, men of uncommon 


underſtanding. As the light of nature was 


8 
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their favorite theme, and their own witdom 
their perpetual - boaſt, he granted they had 
enough of knowledge to leave them without 
excuſe; but he contended that the world by 
wiſdom knew not God. What he allowett 
was pleaſing; what he aſſerted, made them 
eager to reply. He reaſoned with them 
againſt idolatry and immorality, and argued 
it was abſurd in them to reject the ſcriptures, 
fince neither the wiſdom of their anceſtors, 
nor their on, nor thoſe oracles which they 
eſteemed, had preſerved them from what 
was ridiculous in ſyſtem, nor from attempting 

to juſtify what was prophane in practice. 
He obtained, by ſuch management, per- 
miſſion to preach the goſpel in their aflem- 
blies; and without regard to ſects, or cities; 
he publiſhed,. as opportunity offered, the 
forgiveneſs of ſins; and proved, that all 
who believe, are juſtified from all things 
from which they could not be juſtified, even 
by the law of Moſes. The Gentiles liſtened 
with great attention. At Antioch, they 
beſought him to preach to them again: He 
comphed with their earneſt requeſt: and, the 
next ſabbath day, came almoſt” the whole 
city together to hear the word of God. But 
when 


a8 |) 

when the Jews ſaw the multitudes, they 
were filled with envy, and ſpake againſt 
thoſe things which were ſpoken by Paul; 
contradicting and blaſpheming. This gave. 
him an occaſion to defend his miſſion : which 
he did effeQtually. The reſult was, the 
Gentiles. were glad, and glorified the word 
of the Lord : and as many as were ordained 
to eternal life, believed. 

4. Unto the weak, he hatin. as nth 
that he might gain the weak. The church 
at Corinth then had many members which, 
at beſt, were but babes in Chriſt. The in- 
firmities of the weak, both in that city, and 
in other places, gave the apoſtle ample op- 
portunity to manifeſt his ſuperior ſtrength of 
judgment. They who were weak ſcrupled 
cating ſome ſorts of fleſh ; eſpecially what- 
ever had been offered to idols. Paul, on the 
contrary, believed he might eat any thing 
which was nutritious. They, eſteemed one 
day, and one place, more than another, cut 
of reverence to the law of Moſes, He 
eſteemed every day in the jewiſh ritual alike; 
and in every place, convenient for the pur- 
poſe, he was willing to preach the goſpel. 
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In his attention to the ſcruples and preju- 
dices of the weak, he diſtinguiſhed between 
the ſincere and the perverſe; between thoſe 
who were-only too' fond of ſuch things as 
had been approved in- the commonwealth of 
Iſrael, and thoſe who were willing to con- 
form to maxims and manners which the God 
of their fathers had reprehended. What 
was barely inconſiſtent with chriſtian liberty, 
he bore with patience; but when thoſe 
ſentiments which are eſſential to human hope 
were invaded; when infirmity was connected 
with inſolence, and innovation, his zeal flamed 
out, and his arguments and example were, 
and yet are, a bleſſing to thouſands. 

When he converſed with weak chriſtians, 
he faw, that in all their miſtakes, they 
held it as facred, that Chriſt alone was the 
head of his own church. He ſaw they 
would not allow any action to be laudable, 
which they believed would interfere with his 
authority. This leading principle in church 
government he admired. He aſſured the 
Philippians that he himſelf prefſed toward 
the mark for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Chriſt Jeſus. He added, Let us 
therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus 


minded, 


— ® — * F 
rx 2 
2 4 : - 2 


—— — —¼½ 4 


( 24 ) 
minded, and, if in any thing, ye be other- 
wiſe minded, God ſhall reveal even this unto 
you. Nevertheleſs, continued he, where- 
unto we have already attained, let us walk 
by the ſame rule, let us mind the ſame thing. 
By ſuch peaceful ſentiments were his on 
conduct regulated, and by it, were they 
commended.— In ſome of his viſits, where 
herbs were adnured, and fleſh forbidden, we 
may believe he partook of the frugal meal 
with cheerfulneſs, and gave God thanks. 
His mind, in theſe ſriendly viſits, ſeems to 
have been fixed, not upon the food that was 
ſet before him, but upon the edification of 
his hoſt. What ſeemed moſt likely to anſwer 
that end he delighted to introduce; and by 
thus ſecuring the eſteem of the good man of 
the houſe, he had the beſt opportunity to 
impart inſtruction. If, from ſuch behaviour 
any improper inferences were drawn injurious 
to chriſtian liberty, it is more than probable 
he took care to undeceive his erring brother. 
For upon every proper occaſion, he was „ 
to ſay, I. know and am perſuaded, by the 
Lord Jeſus, that there is nothing unclean of 
itſelf: but to him that eſteemeth any thing 


$0 be unclean, to him it 1s unclean. 
Such 


625. 
SUCH was tlie chriſtian prudence of our 
apoſtle, in his preaching, converſation, and 


epiitolary correſpondence. At leaſt, this js 
a ſpecimen of that ſagacity which I think he 
diſcovered in treating with the tempers and 
paſſions of thoſe whom he inſtructed, and 
in his adverting to the principles of thoſe 
perſons with whom he diſputed. 

From this view of the ſubject, we may 
obſerye, That in every age and place, a chriſ- 
tian may expect he is to meet with ſomething 
to try his faith and patience. Had we lived 
at Jeruſalem in the apoſtolic age, we ſhould 
not have been cxempt from ſuch trials. In 
that age, and in that place, weak men, and 
bad men, open enemies, and falſe brethren, 
abounded ; and in every other place, during 
the firſt century, errors, follies, and incredulity, 
were but too conſpicuous. Had we then 
lived, ſurrounded with ſuch evils, and expoſed 
to perſecution, provided we had been ſtedfaſt 
in the faith, what muſt have been the con- 
ſequence, unleſs we had. been endued with 
power from on high? But by that power 
which is promiſed to protect the upright, in 
every period, and in every place, we may 
HERE live in fafety, and, when our work is 


D done, 
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done, we may die in peace. Every age hath 
its peculiar bleſſings and temptations. To 
be ſenſible of thofe advantages which are-to 
be enjoyed in our own age, and aware of 
thoſe dangers to which we are in general, 


or as individuals, expoſed, and to act in ſuch 


a manner as to make the beſt of that which 
is, this is that wiſdom and prudence which 


is moſt worthy to be eſteemed. They who 


poſſeſs it, will not be murmurers, nor will 


they be miſerable in this metropolis. 


We may further obſerve, There is in every 
conteſt a handle for ſound argument, and an 
opportunity to manifeſt a chriſtian temper. 
Where this is not perceived, or not regarded, 
debates degenerate into quarrels, and animofi- 
tics are propagated from age to age. But if 


that handle is properly ſecured, and a chriſ- 


tian temper connected with debate, we need 


not be afraid of urgent calls to contention, 


nor lament that we are ſometimes expoſed to 
the ſhafts of contradiction. We need not in 
looking back to paſt ages, envy thoſe worthies 
who have finiſhed the ir courſe, and obtained a 


good report; nor need we, in looking round 


about us, be dejected, while we ourſelves are 


N to bear, tor a little while, the 


burden 
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burden and heat of the preſent day. We 
are where we ſhould be; and have that taſk 
and thoſe trials, which infinite wiſdom hath 


appointed us. If in our own lots, we obtain 
that grace and ſtrength which is promiſed to 
believers; our lives will be uſeful, and our 
expectation of a better life ſubſtantial 
Further fiill; we may obſerve, That the 
preſent: economy of ſalvation, ſince the d = 
of Chriſt, is more excellent than any otlſer 
The middle wall of partition is hos, 
thrown down; and nations, once at a wide 
diſtance from truth and peace, are now illu- 
minated and united in their beſt ſentiments, 
and moſt important purſuits. In the kingdom 
of heaven, or church of Chriſt, there is neither 
Jew nor Greek; there is neither band nor 
free; there is neither male nor female, that 
has any excluſive right to its preſent, or 
future bleflings. Believers of every nation, 
and of every rank in ſociety, are conſidered 
as one family, under one head, and as being 
animated by one and the ſame ſpirit. In this 
I Chriſt is all, in all, Yet we are 
D 2 not 
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not to conſider chriſtianity as a /ebellitg 
ſyſtem. It does not conſiſt in a civil, but in a 
religious affociation. The union of chriſtians 
is not founded on equality by birth, or on 
the imaginary rights of depraved creatures; 
but upon that grace which makes believers 
brethren in the Lord. This union is; of all 
other unions, the moſt facred; and the moſt 
endearing. It makes the brother of high 
degree humble. It led Paul himfelf, to ſay, 
I am a debtor both to the wiſe and to the 


unwiſe, It induced John to aſſert, we ought 


to lay down our lives for the brethren. Were 
we as willing to think of our fellow men as 
being, by nature, the children of the ſame 
common father, and as being, by grace, 
(wherever that grace is granted,) real chriſ- 
tians, as men uſually are to entertain thoſe 
notions that cannot be ſupported, and thoſe 
extravagant opinions, which will not bear 
examination, the peace of the public would 
be thereby promoted, and the happineſs of 
individuals very much augmented, 

Another obſervation to which this ſubject 
leads us is, That he is wiſe who winneth 
fouls, It requires ſome art, in any ſituation, 

— for 
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for a man to win others over to his own 
intereſt. But to gain ſouls to Jeſus Chriſt, 
is connected with that wiſdom which is from 
above, Of this wiſdom we are told, it is 
firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be 
entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypocriſy. 
But where envying and ſtrife are, there is 
confuſion, and every evil work. They who 
indulge and attempt to vindicate the worſt of 
tempers, have, by a ſtrange kind of courteſy, 
been called wiſe. James, however, aſſures 
us, that this wiſdom deſcendeth not from 
above, but is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh. 
From theſe earthly attachments, theſe ſenfual 
purſuits, theſe diabolical ſchemes, no man 
was ever more diſtant than Paul. His eye 
was ſingle, and his whole body full of light. 
To behold any man, who profeſſes to be a 
miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, venal in his aims, 
and avaricious in his purſuits, is affecting: 
but when he attempts to vindicate his low 
cunning, and external ſubjection, by the un- 
incumbered, and pious behaviour of our 
apoſtle, it is not eaſy to ſay whether his folly, 
or his aſſurance; is greateſt, 
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Once mare; it appears to me, That no 


| wiſdom, even in the miniſters of Chriſt, is 


efſicacious without divine energy. They are 
never the, adequate cauſe of converſion, or 
of edification. They may teach and exhort, 
but they cannot communicate underſtanding. 
They may plant and water, but it is God 
that giveth the increaſe. When upright men 
give themſelves to the miniſtry of the word, 
they give. themſelves to prayer. If they are 
ſucceeded in the diſcharge of their duty, they 
are thankful. If they are not, they are re- 
ſigned. They labor, without becoming vain, 
and are zealous without being deprived of 
underſtanding. By acting in this manner, 
they poſſeſs that ſerenity of temper which 
the indolent cannot attain, which bigots can- 
not ſecure, and which they who are advocates 
for the innocence of error, are not allowed 
to enjoy. 

I ſhall only add, Every man who conforms 
himſelf to another, ſhould conſider, whether 
it is by way of homage, or whether it is 
from a principle of condeſcenſion. He ſhould 


conſider from what motive the conformity 
ns, and what end will be finally an- 


ſwered 
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ſwered by his compliance. He that does 
not imbibe the ſpirit of Paul, cannot walls 
in his ſteps. To ſee a miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt, a mere ſervant of men, is a ſhocking 
ſight; and has no countenance from the con- 
duct of our apoſtle. - Yet how often my 
text has been produced, and pleaded, to in- 
troduce, and ſupport, ſuch ſervitude, and 
what ridiculous and injurious things have 
been thought to be ſanctioned by it, are 
ſufficiently known; and are, by moſt of us, 
ſincerely lamented. You do not with to 
ſee me thus degraded. I cannot wiſh to ſee 
you thus debaſed. Be in your own ſtations 
what I endeavor to be in mine: firm, and of 
good courage ; willing to learn of any man, 
but afraid of none. How amiable are thoſe 
places of worſhip, which are crouded with 
comerts to uncorrupted chriſtianity ; who 
meet together on mature conviction, and who 
love each other for the truth's fake, which 
dwelleth in them, and ſhall be with them for 
ever May we aſſemble, in this place, with 
corrector notions of piety and prudence, and 
in the mot lively exerciſe of that faith, hope, 
and charity, which accompany falvation ! 


FINIS. 
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TYPOGRAPHICAL Wo. 4 ' 


-* Page 16, I. 6, read - expectation. 


20, I. 23, read —held. 
24, the laſt word, read—SUCH. 
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